
INDRA AND VRITRA 


Vritra, the invincible asura, was created by Sage Twashta to avenge 
the death of his son # Vishwarupa, who had been killed by Indra. 
There was no weapon in the arsenal of the gods that could stop 
Vritra as he went on a rampage. Indra and the gods appealed to 
Lord Vishnu for help. Vishnu told them that only a weapon made 
from the bones of Sage Dadhichi would kill Vritra. The battle 
between Vritra and Indra was first told in the Rigveda. The version 
used here is taken from the Bhagawat Purana. 
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Buy online at www.amarchitrakatha.com 


Amor Chitra Kathas are a glorioui tribute to India's rich cultural heritage These books 
have been an integral part of my children's early years, as they have been for many 
ther families across India Comics are a great way of reaching out to children, inculcat- 
ng reading habits and driving their quest to learn more about our roots " 
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THE DEMON WHO TERRORISED THE GODS 






































































































IN ORA, KING OF THE PEVA6, RULED HEAVEN. H15 GURU, BRJHASPAT.’/ PERFORMED 
SACRIFICES WHICH GAVE THE PEVAS PI VINE GRACE ... 
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ViNC&CE VICTORY IN THEIR 
WITH THEIR COUSINS,THE A SURAS 


THE ASURAS 
WON’T TROUBLE 
US AGAIN. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



SR/HAS PATH CAME TO SEE 
^GROSSED IN THE DANCE A 
rr, INDRA DID NOT SEE HIS 
(D REMAINED RUDELY 


INDRA 

HIS a 

GURU 


HI5 TRIUMPHS 
HAVE MADE HIM 
ARROGANT! 
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IN A RAGE, INDRA 


IT’S MV GURU jlVHEN DID 
^HE COME ? ALAS | l\E 
^ UN WTTINGLV 
\ ^ OFFENDED .W^SSji 

i w him i «7 /£Pq3S 
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INDRA AND VRITRA 


TO APPEASE THE GURU, INDRA RUSHED TO HIS HOUSE. 
&UT IT WAS ONE OF SRIHASPATI’S DISCIPLES WHO 





THE A SURAS INVADED HEAVEN. THIS TIME THE DEV AS COULD NOT DRIVE THEM SACK. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



IN THE BATTLE, IN DR A S0U6HT BRAHMAS ADVICE 


15 


WHAT yOU LACK 
THE SPIRITUAL 
GUIDANCE OF A 
GURU. 




YOU KNOW WHAT 
15 BEST, My LORD. 

I WILL TAKE yOUR 
V ADVICE. 


VISHWARUPA HA5 SUBDUED 
HIS PASSIONS COMPLETELy. 
.HE WILL BE THE IDEAL . 
kw GURU. ^ 


>> 
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INDRAAND VRITRA 



I NORA CALLED OH THE THREE-HEADED VISHWARUPA . 




O SON OF TWASHTA, 
WE BEG yOU TO 
BECOME OUR GURU 
AND PR Ay FOR 
OUR PROSPERITy. 
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WHEN THE VERY DEVAS 
WHOM I SEEK TO PRO¬ 
PITIATE ASK ME TO BE 
THEIR GURU, WOULD 
l REFUSE ? 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



REINFORCED BY THE SPIRITUAL POWER OF V/SHWARUPA , THE DEV AS 
INVADED THE KINGDOM OF THE ASURAS ... n> -r—- — 




INFLICTED A CRUSHING DEFEAT ON THEM 


Si'Of 


AND RETURNED HOME IN TRIUMPH 


INDRA CALLED ON WSHWARUPA 


AND VET... THE 
ASURAS ARE MV 
MOTHER'S 
RELATIVES. WHAT 
^ SHOULD I DO ? 


THANKS TO VOUR 
SPIRITUAL 
LEADERSHIP, WE 
HAVE DEFEATED 
v THE ASURAS.y 


I AM GLAD 
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INDRA AND VRITRA 



A FEIN PAYS LATER AT THE COURT OF INDRA 


I KNOW. HENCEFORTH 
I SHALL STRIVE FOR 
THE GOOD OF THE 
. ASURAS TOO- / 


IMPOSSIBLE JNOT SO 
SOON AFTER THE LASt 
CRUSHING DEFEAT! S, 


THE ASURAS ARE 
HERE,MV LORD. 


IN THE BATTLE THAT FOLLOWED 
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WE LL BE 
BACK,VET 


...THE 


DEV AS 


REPELLED 


THE ATTACK 


BUT 


WITH MUCH DIFFICULTY 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



l ttSHWARUPA WAS HAPPY. 

GOOD 11 HAVE SUCCEEDED 
I HAVE MADE THEM 
EQUALLY STRONG. 
NEITHER GAN DEFEAT 
THE OTHER 




MEANWHILE, INDR.ft CONFERRED 
WITH THE OTHER DEV AG . 


THE BATTLE WITH 
THE ASURAS PROVED 
INDECISIVE. 



WHAT COULD THE 
SECRET OF THEIR 
RENEWED STRENGTH 
<r>w BE ? ^ 



I SHALL PERFORM 
A SACRIFICE FOR 
YOUR SUCCESS 


...AND FOR THE 
SUCCESS OF THE 
ASURAS TOO. 


A WORRIED INDRA APPROACHED V/SHWARUPA . 




O, GURU f PLEASE 
PRAY FCR OUR 
ABSOLUTE 
VICTORY. 
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INDRA AND VRITRA 


m 



r MAY THE OFFERING 
OF THESE GRAINS 
MAKE THE DEVAS 
l/>£s STRONGER. >< 


ALL THE DEVAS ASSEMBLED TO WATCH 
THE SACRED RITUAL . 




WHY HASN T 
HE POURED ALL 

OF IT? 


MAY THIS OFFERING 
OF GHEE MAKE THE 
DEVAS POWERFUL. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


NEXT MOMENT 



/ ...AND MAY THIS \ 

( OFFERING FILL THE 1 
V ASURAS WITH t 


' strength. 



r 


INDRA STOOD UP . 



50 THAT IS THE 
SECRET OF THEIR 
STRENGTH I 
TRAITOR 1 


HE DREW OUT HIS SWORD AND CUT OFF 
UISHWARUPA 15 HEADS. .- 
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INDRAAND VRITRA 



AS THE GURU FELL , ONE OF HIS HEADS TOOK THE FORM OF A CHATAKA BIRD, 

OF A SPARROW AND THE THIRD OF A PHEASANT. ALL THE THREE SOARED HIC 
THE AIR . r-7 — . v _ _ __ 


IT WAS RASH. VET 
| HAD TO KILL HIM. 
I SHUDDER TO 
THINK OF WHAT THE 
FUTURE HOLDS 
FOR ME AND MY 
^ SUBJECTS. ^ 


MEANWHILE, SAGE TWA5HTA *5 MEDITATION 


WAS OMINOUSLY DISTURBED, r 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



ARISE, 0 
ENEMY OF 
INDRA! 


YOU ARE 1/RlTRA ! 
GROW UP VRITRA 
. FAST — 


l /RITRA , STOOD UP, BRIDGING 
EARTH AND HEAVEN ♦ mnnxr, 


mmmsi 


HE BEGAN 70 PERFORM A YAGNA 












THE NEXT MOMENT 




X. 
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0 VRITRA, ^ 
SEEK OUT INDRA 
AND DESTROY 


HIM 
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INDRAAND VRITRA 




THE PEW)S FLED FROM HEAVEN. 
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A MAR CHITRA KATHA 



AS LORD VISHNU APPEARED, INDRA AND 
THE OTHER DEVAS FEU AT HIS FEET . 




NO WEAPON CAN HARM 
l/RITRA WHO WAS BORN 
THROUGH THE AUSTE¬ 
RITIES OF TVJWSHTA. 



... A WEAPON MADE OF THE 
BONES OF SAGE DADHICHI 
WHOSE AUSTERITIES MATCH 
THOSE OF TWASHTA. ONLy 
By WIELDING THAT WEAPON, 
CAN INDRA SLAy VRITRA. 
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INDRA AND VRITRA 




THE OTHER PEVAS TURNED TO THE 
ASHWINS- 




WITHOUT A DOUBT 
HE ATTACHES NO 
VALUE TO THE 
MORTAL BO0y. 








TWIN DEVAS WHO ARE THE CELESTIAL PHYSICIANS - 













































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




PADH/CHI 


' |VE been warned 

THAT MY HEAD WOULD 
' SPLIT, IF I REVEALED 
. THAT LEARNING / 
TO ANYONE. 



YET, HOW CAN 
I REFUSE? 
KNOWLEDGE 
SHOULD BE 
AVAILABLE TO 
ANYONE WHO 
SEEKS IT 
WITH GOOD > 
INTENT. A 



HOLY ONE, IVE 
CANNOT BE THE 
CAUSE OF YOUR 
UNTIMELY DEATH 
. HOWEVER— , 


I WILL TEACH 
YOU, COME 
WHAT MAY. 
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INDRAAND VRITRA 



..THERE IS 
A WAY OUT 



OF A 


ALLOW US TO 
REPLACE YOUR 
HEAD WITH 
v THIS ONE. 



AND WE TRANSPLANTED THE HEAD 
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THE GREAT SAGE THEN INSTRUCTED 


17 
































































































INDRAAND VRITRA 


WHEN 
TALE 


THE ASH WINS CONCLUDED THEIR. 




AT HIS HERMITAGE 


I AM HONOURED ftV 
VOUR VISIT, 0 DEVAS! 
TELL ME HOW I CAN 
v SERVE YOU. y 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





O GREAT GAGE, LORD 
VISHNU HAS TOLD US 
THAT YOU ALONE CAN 
SAVE THE UNIVERSE 
FROM THE EVIL VRJTRA. 


*- 
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NO ORDINARY WEAPON CAN 
KILL HIM. WE HAVE THEREFORE 
COME TO BEG YOU FOR THE 
ONLY WEAPON THAT CAN. V 


SR 








w I 



DADHtCHt WAS BEWILDERED 


BUT, MY LORD, I AM 
A RECLUSE.I HAVE 
NO POSSESSIONS. 


%r 

_j/ fm 





YOU DO.YOUR BONES. 
YOUR SEVERE AUSTERITIES 
HAVE MADE YOUR BONES 
STRONG. VRITRA CAN BE 
SLAIN ONLY BY A WEAPON 
MADE OF YOUR 
V BONES! s' 



INDRAAND VRITRA 


I KNOW THIS BODY TO BE 
GROSS AND PERISHABLE. IF 
IT CAN BE OF SOME USE,I WILL 
FEEL REWARDED. TAKE MY 
v BONES BY ALL MEANS. / 


THE SAGE SAT IN MEDITATION 


HIS SOUL MERGED WITH LORD VISHNU, 
LEAVING BEHIND HIS LIFELESS BODV . 











































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THEN V/SHWA KARMA, THE CELESTIAL ARCHITECT 
TOOK HIS ROHES AND BEGAN MAKING A 
~Pi - ZZZB -n WEAPON. 


LORD, HERE IS THE DEADLIEST 
OF WEAPONS, VAJRA, THE 
THUNDERBOLT. TAKE IT V 
I \ AND FIGHT l/RITRA. ><Str 


AS SOON AS INDRA ACCEPTED THE WEAPON 


I FEEL A NEW 

VITALlTy SURGING 
THROUGH HN HEINS 


ARMED WITH VAdRA AND MOUNTED 
ON A/RAVATA, INDRA LED THE 
PE id AS AGAINST THE A SURAS, fffl 


INDRAAND VRITRA 




WHEN EVEN THESE WERE BLOWN TO BITS BY 
THE VALIANT DEV AS ••• 


FIERCE WAS THE BATTLE THAT WAS FOUGHT 
ON THE BANKS OF THE RIVER NARMADA. 


THE ASURAS, WHOSE WEAPONS 
WERE SOON EXHAUSTED, BEGAN 
TO HURL MOUNTAIN PEAKS AT 
THE DEVAS. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



... THE ASURAS TOOK TO THEIR 
HEELS WITH THE DEV AS IN HOT 

pursuit . 





THEN 


SEETHING WITH ANGER, IN DR A HURLED 
A WEAPON AT VRITRA . i- 


ARRIVED ON THE 


i • 


WHy do y ou 

RUN AFTER COWARDS? 
TO KILL FUGITIVE 
WARRIORS IS NOT 
WORTHy OF HEROES. 
I’LL GIVE yOU 

sattle , if you so 

. DESIRE. GOME ON! j 


IL 


ON 
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INDRAAND VRITRA 





VRITRA CAUGHT IT WITH HIS LEFT HAND 


AND STRUCK IN DR A *3 
MOUNT WITH IT, 


INDRA'S MOUNT, A!RA VAT A 

began to Run amuck 

ON THE BATTLEFIELD• 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SEIZING THE OPPORTUNITY, 
VRITRA AIMED HIS 
-TERRIBLE TRIDENT AT 
IN DR A. 


- iSSF... 
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INDRAAND VRITRA 



AND SEVERED ONE OF VRITRA \S ARMS 


ENRAGED t VRITRA FELL UPON INDRA AND STRUCK 
HIM IN/TH A MASSIVE BLUDGEON. 


the VAJRA FLEW OFF INDRA'5 
HANDS AND FELL TO THE GROUND 


IVE LOST m 
WEAPON. MOW 
CAN I CONTINUE 
THE FIGHT? 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 







PICKING UP THE VAdRA 
AT VRITRA. ,- 


NORA SMILED 


AS I NORA'S VAdRA 
STRUCK — .- 


O VRITRA, IT 15 
A PLEASURE TO FIGHT 
WITH ONE A5 VALOR¬ 
OUS A5 you. 

HERE COMES MV 
V VAJRA ! ✓ 
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INDRAAND VRITRA 




WITHOUT HI5 
ARMS, HE IS AS 
GOOD AS DEAD 


VRITRA IS 
FINISHED I 


THE DEV AS WERE JUBILANT. 




4>lPl 


VRITRA ROARED WITH ANGER . 




THEN THE MIGHTY A SURA OPENED 
HIS MOUTH AND DREW A DEEP 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
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INDRAAND VRITRA 



INDRA 15 
BACK ! 


BUT THE EVIL 
ASURA 15 
5TILL ALIVE ! 


...AND CAME OUT 


nr 




INDRA HURLED HIS VAdRA WITH 
ALL HIS MI6HT AT VRITRA . . • 
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